GROWTH  OF  BRITISH   INTERESTS
If these benefits extend to the natives of the country it is
because the latter cannot, in the very nature of the circum-
stances, help sharing them. If conscious efforts are made to
extend improved conditions and to encourage the so-called arts
of peace among the native population, it is because any increase
of their well-being must lead to their increased productiveness
and purchasing power and to less costly methods of control and
of administration.
It cannot be denied that individual officials and even the
mother country itself are often genuinely concerned for the well-
being of the peoples they have taken in charge. The records of
India, for instance, are crowded with the names of soldiers and
administrators who have given full measure of devotion to the
peoples under them. In a conflict of interests, and these must
inevitably occur, it is only natural that those of the mother-
country should come first, and that the good of the people
themselves must, in reality, be subordinated to the expected
material or political returns.
It is a further commonplace that once political authority has
been established under such circumstances, it tends to forget the
commercial origins which called it into being in the new terri-
tories. Its own maintenance becomes its chief objective. In
extenuation of such diversion of aim, it might claim that only
thus can it facilitate economic development, provide oppor-
tunities for the employment of its own nationals, and increase the
prestige and power which are associated with the command of
such territory.
The political authority is therefore constantly engaged in
eflforts to consolidate its control over the territory won, and to
extend wherever possible, by conquest or peaceful penetration,
its dominion. Its aim is not merely the increase of its own power
and importance. It also seeks to bring the new territories to
strategical frontiers or to develop them along strategical lines
of communication so that they may act as buffers to the original
spheres of interest, particularly if these original spheres, by
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